
Art & Soul FAQ  
 
Q: What is Art n Soul? 
A: Art & Soul is AACA’s biggest fundraiser of the year.  The gala includes a silent and live 
auction, dinner, dancing, and a paddle raise for a specific project benefiting all our students 
(also called the Fund-In-Need). Reach for the Stars is the theme this year!  
 
Q: When and where is Art & Soul and what is the schedule of events? 
A: Art & Soul is Saturday, April 2 at Ravenswood Event Center, 4043 N Ravenswood, Chicago. 
The rough schedule of events is 6:30pm (cocktails), 8pm (dinner), 9pm (live program), 10pm 
(dancing). The schedule is subject to change and will be posted on the website prior to the 
event. 
 

Volunteer: 
Q: What are the different ways I can volunteer – I don’t have a lot of time to give? 
A: There are many volunteer opportunities for Art & Soul: planning committee, soliciting 
auction items, helping with the wine pull, putting baskets together, day of set-up, night of clean 
up, stuffing envelopes, distributing auction items, and more.  
 
Q: Who should I reach out to if I can volunteer? 
A: If you want to volunteer reach out to Advancement Director, Caroline Jordan at 
cjordan@aaca.school and she will put you in touch with the committee lead. 
 

Donations:  
Q: How can I donate? 
A: You can donate an item by filling out this form and dropping the item off in the main office, 
or emailing it to cjordan@aaca.school. We also accept cash donations to help underwrite the 
event. Cash or check can be dropped off in the main office. 
 
Q: What can I donate? 
A: Anything you think the community would love! Trips, vacation homes, airline miles, 
restaurant gift certificates, spa experiences, wine, sports tickets, concert tickets, cooking 
parties, in home chef dinners 
 
Q: Do you take cash donations? 
A: Yes. Cash or check can be dropped off in the main office. Or you can donate online by going 
to the ticketing website (coming soon). 
 
Q: Do my donations or paddle raise count toward my $500 fundraising requirement? 
A: Unfortunately, no. Only Rocket Run (October) and Rocket Raffle tickets (Spring) count 
toward your $500 fundraising commitment  
 

Tickets to Event:  
Q: When do tickets go on sale? 
A: End of February.  
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Q: What does the cost of the ticket include?  
A: Entry into event, wine, beer, soda, buffet, and reserved seating for 1. 
 
Q: Do I need to purchase a table and how many people sit at a table? 
A: You do not need to purchase a table. There are seats for 10 people at a table.  
 
Q: If I purchase a table, can I sit with my own group? 
A: Yes, if you purchase a table you are required to submit the names of all guests at your table. 
 
Q: How do I submit the names of the people I want to sit with at our table? 
A: You will be asked to submit the names, phone numbers, and emails of all guests at your table 
when you purchase your table/tickets. 
 
Q: Will I get a seat if I just buy 2 tickets or not an entire table? 
A: Yes, everyone will be seated and we will try to sit you with other parents in your grade if you 
do not purchase a table.  
 
Q: How do I purchase a ticket for my teacher? Why do I need to purchase a ticket for my 
teacher? 
A: Teachers and staff attend Art & Soul at no cost to them. There will be an option to purchase 
a faculty sponsorship in the ticketing menu. 
 

Silent Auction/Raffle Baskets: 
Q: When will the silent auction start? 
A: The week of Art & Soul. Communication will be sent out weeks prior to the silent auction 
opening. 
 
Q: What is the difference between the silent and live auction? 
A: The silent auction is all online. You will go to the same website used to purchase tickets and 
sign in to your account. You will be able to view all silent auction items, bid on items, or set up 
auto bidding. The live auction is done during the live program on the night of the event. 6-8 
items will be auctioned off live by our auctioneer, and you will bid on items by raising your 
paddle. 
 
Q: How do the raffle baskets work? 
A: A select number of raffle baskets will be available to win. You will have the opportunity 
during the event to purchase raffle tickets and put them toward whichever basket you want to 
win. Winning numbers will be pulled at the end of the night, and also shared via email the 
following week. More information will be shared closer to the event. 
 
Q: What are sign up parties? 
A: Always a huge hit, sign up parties are fun events organized and sponsored by parents. Tickets 
to the events are then sold at Art & Soul to benefit AACA. Parties can be as large or small as you 
want and have been held in homes, at restaurants, clubs, etc.  
 



Q: Auto bidding…use that feature  
A: Within the silent auction you have the option to set up auto bidding. With each item you are 
interested in winning you have the option to set the highest price you would bid on the item, 
and then you can relax! Your bid will automatically be placed for you up until the price point 
you set. 
  

Night of Art n Soul:  
Q: What is the Art n Soul classroom creation? 
A: Each class creates a one-of-a-kind art project that are then put in the silent auction for you to 
bid on. Classroom creations will be displayed during the event. 
 
Q: What is the Heads and Tails game? 
A: Heads or Tails is a fun game the auctioneer plays to kick off the live program. Purchase your 
spot in the game the night of the event. Volunteers will be walking around selling spots and 
handing out necklaces to participants. You don’t want to miss out! 
 
Q: What is the wine pull? And new this year…a bourbon table! 
A: If you love good wine, you don’t want to miss the wine pull. A table will be set up during the 
event featuring bottles and bottles of wine valued at $30 and above. Purchase a cork for $30 
and pull a mystery cork coordinating with one of the bottles of wine on the table. We’ve had 
wine valued up to $200 on the table before, so don’t miss out on this fun game of chance 
where you’re guaranteed to get at least a $30 bottle of wine and probably more! The same 
goes for the bourbon table! 
 
Q: What is the fund in need or paddle raise? 
A: The Fund-In-Need is a project determined each year by a group of parents and 
administrators that benefits all students at AACA. Past Fund-In-Needs have been the digital 
displays in classrooms, the gym, the playground, the Arts Integration Hub, lockers, and water 
fountains. Information on this year’s FIN will be sent out via email in the coming weeks. During 
the live program there is a paddle raise to raise money for the FIN. 
 
Q: What do people wear to Art n Soul? 
A: Cocktail attire is recommended. 
 
 


